Two Social Theories and Their Predictions About the Effect of Arrest for Intimate
Partner Violence

Rational Choice Theory

Symbolic Interactionism

Theoretical assumption

People’s behavior is shaped by calculations of
the costs and benefits of their actions.

People give symbolic meanings to
objects, behaviors, and other people.

Criminological component

Deterrence theory: People break the law if the
benefits of doing so outweigh the costs.

Labeling theory: People label offenders
as deviant, promoting further deviance.

Prediction (effect of arrest
for domestic assault)

Abusing spouse, having seen the costs of abuse
(namely, arrest), decides not to abuse again.

Abusing spouse, having been labeled as
“an abuser,” abuses more often.




